
Marion County Election Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, August 17, 2010 10 a.m.  

City-County Building, Rm. 260 
 

Board Members Present: Chairman Mark Sullivan; Vice Chairman Patrick Dietrick; Secretary Elizabeth “Beth” White; 
Laurel S. Judkins, Director of Elections 
 
Others Present: Angie Nussmeyer, Patrick Becker, Will French, Myla Eldridge, Michael Weiseman, Jenny Troutman, 
Andy Mallon, Scott Chinn, Tenley Drescher-Rhodes, April Schultheis, Terry Burns, Cindy Mowery, Adam Kirsch, Ed 
Treacy, Tom John, Bryce Carpenter, Mary Cho, Charlene, Scott Hohl, James Nixon, Neil Marcus, Marc Stone, Rev. 
Clay, Ben Kunkler, Timothy Huber, Rosie Stockdale, Johannon R. Tate, Janet Buchanan, Tim Moriarty, Carl 
Drummer, Carolyn Higginbotham, Annette Johnson, John Patrick Coan, Gil Holmes, John Day, Tyler Key, Don Lane, 
Gregory Myers, Jay Riggs, Tom Marvin, Erin Kelley, LaDonna Freeman, Tina Simpson, Zach Adamson, Melanie 
Chastain, Daryl Black, John Day, Edward McFarland, Kip Tew, Constable Duncan, Jose Evans, Vanessa Summers, 
Pastor R.E. Willoughly, Maggie Lewis, Joanne Sanders. 

 
 

I. Call to Order:  Chairman Sullivan called the meeting to order.   
 

II. Ratification of Meeting Minutes:  Madame Clerk motioned to approve the 
minutes.  Vice Chairman Dietrick seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.     

 
III. Early Voting Initiative:  Chairman Sullivan explained the purpose of this 

meeting was to allow the Election Board to hear public comment regarding 
satellite voting. Chairman Sullivan stated each speaker from a political party and 
constituent groups would be allotted 5 minutes to speak in front of the board. 
Members of the public would be allotted 2 minutes to speak.  Chairman Sullivan 
announced the speakers will go in order by party preference.  It is noted that 
there were no one from the Libertarian party to comment.   
 

 Tom John – Republican Chairman:  Mr. John admitted he was wrong in 
supporting satellite voting.  Mr. John noted that satellite voting is a 
complex process and needs to be simplified before implementing it again 
throughout the county.  Mr. John stated the different ways in which voters 
can vote besides satellite voting.  Mr. John mentioned the money spent for 
satellite voting should be spent elsewhere. 

 Ed Tracey – Democratic Chairman:  Mr. Tracey stated that county’s 
access to vote is a very important issue and the money should be spent 
on satellite voting.  Mr. Tracey noted that Republican politics should not be 
involved in restricting voters’ rights and access to vote.   

 Orion Bell – Central Indiana Council on Aging (CICOA):  Mr. Bell 
considered satellite voting very important for disabled and older residents 
of Marion County.   

 Rev. Richard Willoughby – Concerned Clergy of Indianapolis:  Rev. 
Willoughby stated his grief on why there’s a meeting on discussing this 
issue.  Satellite voting should be allowed because of the overwhelming 
popularity of it. 

 Matt Hendrix – Greater Indianapolis Progress Committee:  Mr. Hendrix 
stated that the GIPC had no current stance on this issue. 



 Erin Kelley – President of League of Women Voters of Indianapolis:  
Ms. Kelley stated the League believes that satellite voting meets the 
needs of individuals who work multiple jobs and those who have home 
and family obligations that prevent them from voting during normal hours 
on Election Day.  Ms. Kelley stated the League acknowledges that satellite 
voting acts as a service for the people of the community. 

 Ben Kunkler – UAW Region 3 Retiree:  Mr. Kunkler believes that 
satellite voting favors families who work long hours and can’t make it to 
their polling site on Election Day.   

 Timothy Huber – State House Candidate:  Mr. Huber stated that voting 
should be available on multiple days and at multiple sites to accommodate 
the voting population’s needs.   

 Carolyn Higginbotham – Precinct Inspector:  Ms. Higginbotham 
believes that everyone who wants to vote should have an access to vote.  
She also stated that people have a hard time finding time to vote on 
Election Day due to work and family obligations.  

 Reverend Steven J. Clay – President of Baptist Minister Alliance:  
Rev. Clay believes the value of satellite voting exceeds the cost of it.  Rev. 
Clay stated that the cost of satellite voting has already been allocated in 
the budget.   

 Annette Johnson – Pike Township resident:  On behalf of her mother, 
Ms. Johnson stated that satellite voting provided a convenient way to vote 
due to her work schedule and lack of transportation.   

 Gil Holmes – Executive Director of ACLU:  Mr. Homes stated his 
support for satellite voting and that it is a great thing for this community.   

 John Day – State Representative:  Representative Day stated that it is 
important to have satellite voting to ensure voting rights of the people.   

 Jay Riggs – citizen:  Mr. Riggs stated that satellite voting embraces the 
voter to participate in the voting process. 

 Don Lane – citizen:  Mr. Lane stated that satellite voting helps 
accommodate him because he can’t drive. 

 Greg Meyer – citizen:  Mr. Meyer believes that satellite voting should be 
implemented in this county.   

 Reverend Moja Ajabu:  Rev. Ajabu stated his concern for the rights of 
people when there is less accessibility to vote.   

 Henry Cruws – citizen:  Mr. Cruws believes this issue involves the 
concern of franchise, access, and dignity of voters.   

 Joanne Sanders – Councilwoman:  Councilor Sanders believes the 
access to vote should be expanded.   

 David Baird – Wayne Township Trustee:  Trustee Baird stated he is in 
favor of satellite voting and it should be made available in Marion County.   

 Vop Osilli – candidate of Indiana Secretary of State: 

 Julia Vaughn – Policy Director of Common Cause:  Ms. Baird believes 
satellite voting makes voting more accessible and convient for the voter. 



 Judy Conley – Citizen:  Ms. Conley believes that the money is well spent 
when it comes to satellite voting because of its benefit to the voting 
citizens of this county. 

 Greg Bedand – Citizen:  Mr. Bedand stated that voting centers meet the 
standards of the Help America Vote Act.  They give people more flexibility 
in the ability to vote.   

 Michael Jones – Senior Pastor of Progressive Baptist Church:  Mr. 
Jones stated satellite voting gives people the greatest opportunity to 
exercise their right to vote.   

 Bill Clouse – AFSME Council 62:  Mr. Clouse believes no one should 
have their right to vote revoked.   

 Rosie Staukdale – Citizen:  Ms. Staukdale stated the majority of the 
citizens approve of satellite voting and it should take place. 

 Vanessa Summers – State Representative: Representative Summers 
believes satellite voting is a commodity for the people and allows people 
to do their civic duty.   

  
IV. Adjournment:  Madame Clerk explained the process left for voting on the 

satellite sites and voting.  Clerk White stated there will be an Election Board 
Meeting on September 13, 2010 at 10am in CCB - Room 260.  The Board will 
vote on whether to implement satellite voting in Marion County at that meeting.  
Vice Chairman Dietrick asked Director Judkins if a written policy manual for 
satellite voting exists.  Ms. Judkins stated there are written policies and 
documents pertaining to satellite voting that Program Director Jenny Troutman 
referenced in the previous Election Board meeting.  Chairman Sullivan motioned 
to adjourn the meeting.   

 
 
 
Signed: 9/13/2010 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Chairman, Mark K. Sullivan 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Vice Chairman, Patrick Dietrick 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Secretary, Elizabeth L. White 
 
 
 


